Butler Collaborative for Families

General Membership Meeting

June 9, 2011

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I.
Welcome and Introductions – Mission statement read by Mr. McCool.

II.
Approval of the May General Membership Meeting Minutes


 1st Jill McDonald

2nd  Elan Welter-Lewis      

Spring Festival

Everything went well at the Spring Festival in spite of the advertising mix-up.
About 300 people (counted hot dogs) attended and the Bounce House was a great hit.

Our event also helped the farmer’s market and the event on Main St.

BCF Training Initiative

We need to link all addresses. Go to the BCF web site and follow the link. Funding has been cut – from $65,000 in the beginning to $15,000 last year.  We need to become self sustaining. The Initiative can offer trainings to school teachers and attract those from outside Butler County.

The next Budget and Finance meeting is June 21. The site healthybutler.com won’t be continued.  Give us your feed-back.

Resource and Development

There is space available at the Staff Development Center on June 16 from 9am to noon.
Topic: Mental Health Procedures Act.  Call Caroline.
Integrated Children’s Services
The next meeting is June 21 at Community Alliance Church from 8:30am to noon.  Brochures are needed from all agencies.  Email or call Amanda at afeltenb@co.butler.pa.us  or 724-284-5114

Family Advisory is in a transition period.  A survey is being created with questions like “what’s missing?”, “where are the gaps?” Contact Erin.
Youth Advisory (YINO)

Bill H. passed around a Youth Information Survey asking members to fill it out “as you see fit”.  The surveys are being distributed to different groups/ages in order to gather information about Butler County’s help services and how those people looking for/receiving services are being satisfied or not.  Bill said that the ‘kids’ who filled it out had very worthwhile responses.
Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Coalition (DATC)
The remaining monies ($6,000) are now in the BCF fund and will be used for the web site. 
Also banners/announcements can be put on the sides of barns, buildings and at the Family Pathways property.

Family Development Credentialing (FDC)
Everyone who took the classes passed and earned their credentials.  The next class is Sept. 13.  Erin will email info.

The BCF Picnic is at noon on July 14 at the Carousel Shelter in Alameda Park. Invite others, network and celebrate. Please bring a donation for the Paper Pantry. RSVP by July 1.
STRONG FAMILIES FOR THE FUTURE Award – any ideas?

Kudos to the BCF for covering the cost of the funeral arrangements for the family of the 3 year old who drowned recently. The father now has temporary custody and the need for beds, bedding, food, etc. has been covered.

September 8 is the next full Strategic Planning meeting.  The topic will concern the many cuts in education, Mental Health, adolescents’ needs, and what can be done about these gaps in funding. What can we do together to try to supplement these cuts and help the kids.  Forward your ideas to Erin.

John McCool distributed some good news about area businesses concerning who can be trusted, and the list comes with John’s recommendation. Call him 724-991-1320 or Kandy 724-991-8488.

The VNA is having a free presentation on June 21 from 7pm to 9pm at the Community Alliance Church on Mercer Road. Laurel Hartshorn, Elder Law Attorney will answer questions of Seniors and their Caregivers. Space is limited.  Call toll free 1-877-862-6659 or email cmitch@vna.com
Leslie from the Consumer Health Coalition in Pittsburgh (412-456-1877) distributed referral forms concerning Healthcare and Health Insurance / CHIP. Their website is
www.consumerhealthcoalition.org  Erin will have info also.
August is Homeless Awareness Month.

October 8 is the Race for Pace 5k race/walk. Register and obtain more info at www.paceschool.org or call 412-244-1900.
Butler County United Way and BC3 are sponsoring a Women United conference on 

June 16. Cost is $65.00.
the 6th Annual Community Night will be August 18 from 4pm to 8pm at The Butler Farm Show Grounds. Email Aanthony@pahousegop.com or call 724-283-5852.
The meeting was adjourned: Kate and Elan.
