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Butler Collaborative for Families
General Membership Meeting Minutes

August 11, 2011
The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I. Welcome and Introduction

II. Meeting was called to order at 9:35 am by Bill Halle.
III. Approval of Prior Minutes  
a. Motion to approve as posted to the BCF website was made by John McCool and seconded by Ivory Dunlap.  Motion approved. 
IV. Presentation: Food Resources: Christina Winniewicz, Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank
a. Folders were distributed that contained resource guides to help families access meals and nutritional support.  The guides providing a listing of community meals and contact information for programs such as SNAP, WIC, Free/Reduced Cost School lunches and the summer food program.
b. A gap analysis revealed that only 16% of the eligible children are being served through the Summer Food Program.  In Butler County, only 1.8% of the 5000 eligible kids are being served.  Program sponsors are needed to facilitate the provision of meals and meet the reporting requirements.  The only current lunch sites are in the Karns City School District.  Butler School District is eligible.  A task force meeting will be planned for interested organizations in October after the BCF Strategic Planning meeting.

V. Presentation: “What’s in your child’s backpack?” Lisa Miller, Adagio Health
a. This program alerts community members to the dangers of tobacco products and the similarities in appearance between these products and other items students may carry in their backpacks.  30% of children become addicted to tobacco on their first use.  Many new products are sweet and inexpensive, and look like things you wouldn’t suspect as tobacco or nicotine.    Nicotine in chew can range from ½ the amount in a cigarette to 8x the amount in a cigarette. Many products are designed to look just like handiwipes, water, highlighters, gum, and cellphones. 

b. Pennsylvania is not spending the required funds on prevention and still does not tax smokeless tobacco products.
c. Lisa is available to do prevention and awareness programs for your organization and the families you serve.  
VI. Committee Reports 
a. Budget and Finance
i. Deb Edinger reported that there was $15,259 in the checking account - $11,252 of which is already designated.  $4,008 undesignated.

b. Community Wellness

i. Due to the low interest in this committee, it will be changed to an Ad-hoc Committee to be convened as projects and community concerns arise.  The by-laws will need to be updated to reflect this change.

c. Resource and Development – No Report
i. Youth Advisory Committee - No Report
d. Drug, Alcohol & Tobacco Coalition

i. The committee has been discussing the need to look at gambling and video game violence as a component of their outreach related to addiction.  Butler First Step continues to be promoted as a resource for those seeking services in our community. 

e. Family Development Credential
i. The next class begins on September 13, 2011.  There are still 5 slots available.

f.  Integrated Children’s Services Committee

i. Amanda shared that the 2011-12 funding has been approved.  The funds will benefit several projects including promoting early learning opportunities in the northern portion of the county in partnership with the Butler County Early Care & Education Council.  Amanda is also working with the Alliance for Non-profit Resources and CCR to apply for the Communities that Care Grant which could provide funding for the BCF and help to create a data-driven approach to goal planning.  The CTF grant has a social development framework that is designed to move communities toward healthy behaviors for all children.  Partnerships with school districts would be needed to conduct youth surveys to gather data regarding community needs.
VII. Old Business

a. BCF Training Site: Please reviews the list of trainings sent out by CCR with your agency and submit any other training you currently attend or those you think are needed or would like to see as soon as possible.  This will help to move the BCF forward in developing local trainings that can save local organizations money by offering them through our own network.  Funding from the training site will also be used to sustain the BCF.
b. Gap Analysis: Please review the results of the meeting that was held on July 28th to discuss gaps in services within our communities and submit any other gaps you are aware of to Caroline Liptak at CLiptak@CCRInfo.org by 8/25/11.
c. Strategic Planning: A strategic planning session to address the identified gaps will be held on 10/13/11 from 9am to 1pm at Monarch Place.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  The goal of this event will begin to develop strategies to address the identified needs.

VIII. New Business

a. Identify Theft Presentation: John McCool will be offering a presentation on Identity Theft after the September BCF general meeting (about 10:45 am) at Monarch Place.  Members are invited to bring others from their agency to learn how they can protect themselves and their agencies.
b. Mini-grant Update: Media Awareness for Parents & Professionals

Lori Kubli, Butler County CYS, shared an update about the mini-grant that was given to support Media Awareness for Parents & Professionals.  The partners are currently planning a training on this topic and requested that anyone who is interested sign-up to participate in the project.
IX. Agency Updates
a. Text4Baby: Julie Thumma shared that the Butler County Early Care & Education Council needs the BCF’s held in promoting a new parent education service called Text4Baby.  Pregnant women or new mothers of babies under 12 months text the word BABY to 511411 to receive 3 FREE text messages per week related to promoting the health of their baby.  The ECEC partnered to promote this nation-wide program after noting that Butler County has a higher than average number of babies born at low-birth weight when compared to other counties in PA. Posters, tear-off pads, and articles ready for newsletter are available to help promote the program by emailing Julie at jthumma@lifesteps.net. 
b. The Alliance for Non-profit Resources supports non-profits with grant writing.  Please contact Kelly Conger.
c. CCIS shared the impact of state budget cuts on the Child Care Works Program.  Some reductions of funds have been experienced in the administration of their program as well as cuts for child care providers who offered non-traditional evening and weekend child care.  The additional incentives that were provided for child care sites who participate in Keystone STARS were also reduced.  Parents will also be experiencing an increase in their co-pays in October.  While there is a waiting list for parents, it is smaller than in recent months.  Families are encouraged to apply now.  Teen parents should apply immediately as there is currently a reserve set aside to get them back to school which will be put into other areas later this fall.
d. Representative Ellis’ Community Night will take place at the Butler Farm Show grounds on 8/18/11 from 4-8 p.m.
e. Foreclosure classes are available through the Housing Authority for those heading for crisis.  There is significant funding to help these people which will only be available until September.  Encourage families who are struggling to call ASAP.
f. August is Homeless Awareness Month.  
g. CCR has a new television in their lobby and has offered the opportunity for agencies to submit 5 minute educational Power Points to be run for waiting clients.
h. Advertisements for non-profits can be place on BART buses through the Alliance for Non-Profits for $100 per month, much less than a 1 day ad in the paper.  The funds raised support VITA and BART.  Contact Kelly Conger @ kconger@anrinfo.org. 
i. The WIC income guidelines have been revised.  Contact Linda Griel at Adagio Health.
j. Chris Reese shared that a new organization has been started in Zelienople called “Hand to Hand”.  The concept of this is that some people will lend a hand, others need a hand.  They do not intend to duplicate current services but seek to fill gaps, and refer to existing services to meet needs.  They will be holding a benefit concert at the Strand Theatre.
k. The Butler County Paper Pantry is holding a Dine to Donate at Applebee’s to support the project on October 19th from 11 am to midnight.  You must have a flyer to have 15% of your bill donated to the Pantry.
l. The Consumer Health Coalition can help with applications to the CHIP Program.  Families in need of health insurance should call 412-456-1877 x200.
m. Irene Stacy Community Mental Health Center is hosting the Father John Ayoob Humanitarian Award Dinner honoring Al and Rita Lane on 10/1/2011.
X. Adjournment & Next Meeting
a. A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Elan Welter-Lewis.  It was seconded by Mike Robb. 

b. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2011, 9:30am at Monarch Place.
