Butler Collaborative for Families

General Membership Meeting

May 12, 2011

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I.
Welcome and Introductions – Mission statement read by Mr. McCool.

II.
Approval of the February General Membership Meeting Minutes


1st Elan Welter Lewis

2nd Erin

III.
Special Presentation:  Pat E. Turnpaugh, Admissions Counselor at Milton 
Hershey School, Hershey, PA


Turnpaughp@mhs-pa.org

Phone 717-520-3544


Fax 717-520-2117


Toll free 800-294-8503

“The School was started in 1909 by Milton S. Hershey, founder of Hershey’s chocolate, and his wife Catherine.  They had no children of their own and wanted to help orphan boys in need get a good education.  Today, Milton Hershey School (MHS), located in Hershey, Pennsylvania, serves boys and girls in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12.”

From the 16 million dollar fortune, today the school has about 1800 students.  18,000 students have passed through the school’s doors, with about 8,000 graduates.  90% of these graduates go on to college or trade school.

Eight to 14 students of the same gender and closeness in age live in homes, sharing a bedroom with one or two other students.  Each home has a married houseparent living in an attached apartment.  All of the needs of the students are provided for: food, clothing, medical and dental care at no cost to families.
The students are divided into three groups: Elementary – Pre-K through 4th grade






         Middle – grades 5-8





         Senior – grades 9-12

Each class has about 15 students. Requirements for students: must be born in the United States, from low income situations with social needs and limited resources.  If the child is on 3 or more psychotropic drugs, they are not accepted. Their IQ must be 80 or above, however, each child is looked at individually.  

MHS has 20 psychologists on site for students who are not adjusting well.ie: separation issues.  There is no visitation during the week; however, weekends, holidays, summers are open for family.
Pat Turnpaugh is sponsoring a Movie Day at Moraine Point Plaza.  The movie showing is Kung Fu Panda and is free for families.  Call 800-294-8503. Mr. Turnpaugh was thanked for his presentation.
III.
Agency Updates
· Bill Halle reminds all that the Spring Festival 2011 is on Saturday, May 21st from 1pm to 5pm at the Butler City Farmers Market.  All organizations must bring their own table; set up time is at noon.  Let’s keep the kids active this summer!  Fax your Participation Form to Bill at 724-282-4200 or call 724-282-0507.
· BCF Training Initiative


Costs are an issue (travel, loss of on-site employees).  It is suggested that the 
trainings be pinpointed to Butler County.  On-line training is more convenient and 
less expensive.

· Monarch Training Institute


Elan introduced the Monarch Training Institute web site.  It lists events happening 
and provides registration forms and on-line payment.  It eliminates costs and the 
physical footwork that involves more than one person spending time on.  Butler 
County can have the trainings and make money.  Training certificates can be 

emailed to each participant. This system will contribute to self sustainability. To 
view, go to: www.Monarch.com

Approval of Training Institute: Ivory and Barb 

· May 24th is scheduled for Brain Injury Awareness.  Contact Leslie for more information.
· The next Human Services training is June 21 at Community Alliance Church.  Amanda will email more information.

· The next YINO meeting is June 1st at Net Outreach.

· PACE Learning Center in collaboration with Horse Lovers Guide.com is sponsoring a Pie Festival at Saxony Farms on June 5 from noon to 4 pm.  It’s Pie Ala Mode with horse activities.  Call Evon Montgomery at 724-360-0171.
· June 21st the VNA is giving a free presentation for seniors and their caregivers, answering important questions about wills, power of attorney, etc.  The event runs from 7-9pm at Community Alliance Church 800 Mercer Road.  Space is limited. Call toll free 1-877-862-6659 or email to cmitch@vna.com
· Erin will email info about SWPA food security partnership

· Silver Ring on May 15 at the Butler High School auditorium

· Elan is funding the Early Care and Education Council to partner with the United Way to expand the Red Apple teacher awards program to include early education teachers.

· Celebration of Collaboration – details to follow

IV.
Next Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, 2011 at Monarch Place at 9:30 
am.
V.
Adjourn

