Butler Collaborative for Families

General Membership Meeting

September 8, 2011

The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I.
Welcome

II.
Approval of the last General Membership Meeting Minutes


 1st Elan Welter-Lewis           2nd  Jill McDonald

 
Erin McGarrity reviewed the sign-in sheet and asked that each agency in attendance review the contact information that is listed and make corrections, or add their information if it is not listed. 

Clarification of structure and role(s)

     The BCF is a collaboration; an advocate for the community, sharing information with the community.  

RECOMMENDED BY-LAW AMENDMENTS:

Article VI, Committees: Change of Wellness Committee from being a standing committee to an Ad-Hoc Committee (once a need is fulfilled, the committee will disband).
Article III, Authority and Purpose: The BCF is an independent entity functioning with the CCR as its Fiduciary and with the understanding that terminology of funding sources may not accurately describe the structure of the BCF. 

Recommended By-Law Amendment to Article V, Officers, Duties, Co-Chairs, 2

All written communication made on the behalf of the BCF shall be reviewed by the Executive Committee for comment prior to being sent and should be signed with approval of both Co-Chairs or a Co-Chair and Vice Chair.

Recommended By-Law Amendment to Article V, Officers

The officers of the BCF shall be the Co-Chairs, Co-Vice Chairs, Secretary, Treasurer, Past Chair, Family/Parent Participant, Butler County Integrated services Representative, and General Member. 

Election of new Officers: Officer’s terms ending 12/31/11 (all have served only one term and can be re-elected).  Co-Chair: Bill Halle, Vice-Chair: Ivory Dunlap, Treasurer: Debbie Edinger, Parent Participant position opens due to inability to serve. To be added: General Member.  Nominations of Officers can be submitted beginning today by “Paid Members” in good standing.  The election of officers will occur at November’s meeting. 
Membership Offerings/Benefits:

· Collaborative Projects: $1000.00 cash and 10 hour grant writer service

· Opportunity to work with a grant writer at no cost

· Communication with other organizations in the community
· Networking opportunities
· Discounted fees for BCF sponsored trainings and events
· Support for grant applications (let the executive committee know in a timely manner so that a letter of support can be sent)

Financial Report

The report for August:

Checking account balance as of June 30th was $20,216.

$17,431 is restricted and $2,785 is non-restricted
Finance Committee

1. $177.00 from Wellness Committee to be moved from designated funds to general funds.

2. $1,500.00 of United Way Funds to be moved from CCR to BCF account Designated Funds for mini-grant awardees grant writer expenses.  

Butler County United Way and BC3 are sponsoring a Women United conference on 

June 16. Cost is $65.00.
The 6th Annual Community Night will be August 18 from 4pm to 8pm at The Butler Farm Show Grounds. Email Aanthony@pahousegop.com or call 724-283-5852.
Frank A. Waltz, SNAP/Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Coordinator informed all that September is Hunger Action Month. Please visit their website, www.pittsburghfoodbank.org to learn how you can fight hunger 30 ways in 30 days.   Also, please contact him should anyone need additional SNAP/Food Bank information sent electronically, via mail, or if they are interested in a presentation at their agencies. Also if they know of any other opportunities to help the program gets food assistance information to those in need. 

III.  
Next month’s meeting will be a Strategic Planning Session (Oct 13th) at Family Pathways from 9:00-1:00 and will include both light breakfast and lunch.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this important meeting on Thursday, October 13, 2011 at Monarch Place at 9:00 am.

IV.  
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 am.
