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The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I.    Welcome and Introductions

II.    Approval of the November General Membership Meeting minutes were made by Barb Gates and seconded by Jill McDonald.

III.   Update on Bundle-Up Butler was presented by Erin.  163 families were served in Butler and 425 coats were received.

IV.   There was a presentation on the Adolescent Brain by Caroline Liptak.

V.     Subcommittee/Ad-hoc Committee Report

A. Budget and Finances: Income 2,400.00 Expenses 4,215.00 Check Book Balance 18,932.00

B. Resource and Development: The software is up and running on the BCF website for BCF members to renew or sign up for the BCF membership.  The annual training calendar is up for the year at the training institute on the BCF website.  If you are interested in attending a training you can sign up for the training on the website and also receive a discount for being a BCF member.  When you attend a training you will be able to print out any handout that will be present at the training through the website.  If you attend training for Continuing Education Credits you will be able to print out your certificate on the website

C. Integrated Children’s Services: Does not have a meeting schedule available.  The Family Advisory Committee is looking for individuals who are involved in the human services to be able to put their input in on services in Butler County.  If anyone knows of any one they are to call Amanda at 724-284-5114.  There may be a referral form for the Family Advisory Committee for individuals who want to join the committee as a parent.  The Family Advisory Committee is trying to come up with a more organized and structured committee.  The meetings are going to be quartly.  They are also trying to put up a facebook page.  CCR applied for The Community Care grant and did not receive it.  They believe that the reasoning for not receive the grant is because the schools do not participate in the PA Youth Survey and the CTC grant relies heavily on data from that survey to drive the activities of the coalition. 

D. Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco Coalition:  The group did not meet in December, but plan to meet next week to rule out any issues on the website page.


E. Family Advisory: No updates.

F. Youth Advisory (YINO): Did not meet in December.  The YINO/ Adolescent AdHoc committee will meet February 8, 2012 at 11:30.

G. Family Development Credentialing: FDC is coming up.  Offering classes to earn CEU credits.

VI.  	Grant Opportunities: The Soroptimist International of Butler Co have mini-grants available.   Vocational Psychological Services is in the process of a grant for Tickets to Work.  

VII.	Membership Renewal:  Memberships can be renewed online.

VIII.	Conflict of Interest Policy:

IX.	Agency Updates: VITA is open for the tax season.  Winter Relief Shelter is open at The Net on night that it is 25 degrees below.  The shelter is open for families, individuals and their pets.  Those without heat may go to the shelter to stay also. Catholic Charities or Crisis can make the referral.  The shelter is open from December to March.  Butler County Bear Semi Pro Football Cheerleaders are giving back to the community. At each home game there will be a themed based game and individuals will be able to donate money to that particular theme.  Some of the themes are Breast Cancer, Homelessness, Veterans and Hunger Awareness.  The money that is raised will go to that particular agency.  Food Partnership will meet January 23, 2012 at 9:00.  The Adult Literacy Program is starting their classes in January, but there is still time to sign up.  Dollar Bank through CCR is offering 8 different classes dealing with finances.  The class size is limited to 25 people. 

X.	For the Good of the Order - Next meeting date is Thursday February 9th, 2012.

XI.	Motion to Adjourn was made by Kate and seconded by Elan Welter Lewis.


	


