Butler Collaborative for Families

General Membership Meeting

April 14, 2011
The mission of the Butler Collaborative for Families is to build a unified and integrated network of services by using a multiple-agency approach to break down barriers and strengthen the system of care for the children and families of Butler County.

I.
Welcome and Introductions 

II.
Approval of the February General Membership Meeting Minutes

1st Jill McDonald

2nd Kate Donnelly

III.
Special Presentation:  Bob Valleyo of CommuteInfo.org 
(www.commuteinfo.org) 1-888-819-6110

Their goal is for commuters living working or attending school to choose ride 
sharing at least twice a week. The employers need to be involved to encourage 
participation. The employees register into the system and Commute Info matches 
them with their needs. OVR might be able to provide monetary help. Vanpooling 
costs about $90-$100 per person each month. A cost calculator is available on the 
website to better estimate the cost. 


Commuter options are: Transit (bus, incline or the “T”), Vanpooling (Butler 
County has the most vans – 100 + people are using this method for Iron 
Mountain), Carpooling (two or more people in a privately owned vehicle – 
people are advised to check with their insurance company about any changes to 
their coverage), bikepooling, or other options such as walking and teleworking.

Any commuter in a registered Commuteinfo.org carpool, vanpool or bikepool is 
eligible for Emergency Ride Home Benefits up to $100.00 4 times a year.
IV.
Committee Reports

Budget & Finance:  $17,488 as of the end of February; a format is forthcoming.

Community Wellness:

AERI Behavioral Health Services next meeting on April 26th at 2:30 at BC3. 
(Susan Roop, Director 724-282-9010).

COPE is presenting Free Educational Workshops for Parents hosted by Family-
Based Mental Health Services (FBMHS) and VOICE in April and May. 

Topics: When Brothers and Sisters Fight – April 20 in Butler

 How to Deal With Depression in Your Family – April 27 in Mercer

 “Sexting” and Dangers of Technology – May 4 in Butler

 Trauma, Grief and Loss – May 11 in Mercer

 Parenting Today’s Family – May 18 in Butler

 ADHD in Your Family – May 25 in Mercer

RSVP to Ginger Slater butlerfamilybased@aerionline.com

Resource & Development


No Report


Integrated Children’s Services


No Report


Family Advisory


No Report


Drug,  Alcohol and Tobacco Coalition (DATC)


Butlerfirststep.org web site is active and on the first page of both Google and 
Yahoo. DATC has received a $1000.00 grant from the state for 2 scholarships.

Contact Beth or Bill Halle.

Family Development Credentialing (FDC)


The third class of Credentialing has been completed. May 4th begins the portfolio 
advisor class. Contact Kate Donnelly.

Cecelia Foster, Ex. Dir., Community Health Clinic

www.butlerhealthclinic.org

724-841-0980


Health Service for the working poor.


Goal: to make patients healthy so they can retain/gain employment.


Eligibility: 19-64 years old


Income: $22,000/year single person


$44,000/year family of 4


They have 150 volunteers including doctors, dentists, 2 oral surgeons and a nurse 
practitioner.


They have served 1900 patients in the last 3 years that they have been open.  The 
services include care for hypertension, cardiovascular situations, obesity, 
behavioral health, diabetes and since 2009 dental care.  Although they have cared 
for 350 dental patients, 900 are still in need of dental care; many of them in their 
20’s.


500,000 in medication was given out last year.

The Paper Pantry “has exploded”.


The year 2010 saw $7,349.00 worth of products and has expanded to dental needs 
and soaps. Dine at Applebee’s and 15% of your bill will be donated to the Butler 
County Paper Pantry.

Moses Jewelers in one day received 33 boxes of tissues, 51 rolls of paper towels 
and 130 rolls of toilet tissue.  On this Saturday April the 16th their Cranberry store 
will give 2 bracelet beads in exchange for 2 paper products.


There is an 8th grader from Cranberry who is running her own paper campaign 
and doing quite well.


BCCC will host a workshop on dementia with a movie, an attorney and a financial 
expert on June 2.

The Dunbar Center is celebrating its 75th anniversary with a dinner on Saturday 
April 30. Dave Malarkey will MC and Harold Betters will serenade. Contact Kate 
Donnelly.

The Pittsburgh Food Bank www.pittsburghfoodbank.org 412-466-7711


On June 2 at Westmoreland Community College “Close the Hunger Gap”.

Email your Spring Festival 2011 form to Bill Halle.

Don’t miss the 15th Annual  Homebuyers Fair at the Tanglewood Center


Wednesday April 27th from 3 to 8 pm


Workshops throughout the evening with experts, exhibitors and displays


Contact the Butler County Homeownership Program 


Kevin Boozel  724-287-6797 or 1-800-433-6327 www.housingauthority.com

Resource analysis for each Family Pathways Credit collaborative 


-Scholarships for Section 8/public housing


-Foreclosure help


Homeless help

V.
Next Meeting Date – 


Thursday, May 12, 2011, 9:30 a.m. Monarch Place

VI.
Adjournment

Meeting adjourned and seconded by Elan Welter Lewis and Kate Donnelly.
